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Powerscroft Road in East London’s 
bohemian district of Clapton is an unas-
suming row of houses, but behind one 
of the typical Victorian facades hides a 
resolutely contemporary home.  When 
design studio Daytrip’s founders Emily 
Potter and Iwan Halstead first visited 
the property in 2016, after its owners 
had tasked them with overhauling the 
house with a view to reselling it, it was 
in such a sorry state that it was difficult 
to know where to start. “The walls were 
covered with wallpaper dating back to the 

1970s, most of the period details were hid-
den away and the basement was dark and 
damp. Luckily the owners trusted us to do 
what was right”, Iwan remembers.
The two architects immediately saw the 
townhouse’s potential and decided to 
create a warm, open space that would 
be a refuge from the hue and cry of the 
capital. In a bold move, they decided 
to further excavate the existing base-
ment and move the kitchen to the new 
lower-ground floor so they could design 
a whole new living space on the ground 

On the ground floor: 
light falls through 
the skylight setting 
off a photo by John 
Short curated by 
Modern Art Hire.
It hangs above a 
bench made from 
an old wooden 
beam.

 East London. Interior 
designers Emily Potter 
and Iwan Halstead, 
together with gallerist 
Sophie Pearce and stylist 
Laura Fulmine, invited 
us into the Victorian 
townhouse that they 
have renovated from top 
to bottom and in which 
a palette of pale, muted 
colours asserts the four 
creatives’ minimal and 
contemplative style. 
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Table by Angelo 
Mangiarotti, “Cesca” 
chairs by Marcel Breuer 
for Gavina, polished 
plaster sculpture from 
Modern Art Hire.

Left-hand page: daybed 
by Dick Cordemeijer, 
vintage 50s African stool 
from Burkina Faso.
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“Akari” lamp by 
Isamu Noguchi, 
Stovax concrete 
wood burner, 
“Cesca” chair by 
Marcel Breuer.

Right-hand 
page: artisanal 
stool, 1940s sofa 
reupholstered in 
sheepskin, “Vice 
Versa” floor lamp 
by Carl Auböck, 
“Trebol” coffee 
table by Oscar 
Tusquets, “Congo” 
chair by Theo Ruth.

floor that now opens onto a contem-
plative garden. Light floods in through 
various skylights and floor to ceiling 
windows and at the top of the house, 
the attic was also extended to add an 
extra bedroom and bathroom. 
The two designers’ aesthetic approach 
marries the use of raw, natural mate-
rials such as polished concrete and 
Douglas pine with a tonal palette of 
whites and creams. Every element has 
been considered – for example the off-
white powder-coated metalwork - and is 
there for a reason. Working with design 
store Béton Brut founder Sophie Pearce 

and interior stylist Laura Fulmine, who 
founded Modern Art Hire, came about 
naturally. “When we asked Sophie to pick 
out furniture for the interior and focus on 
pale colours and texture, we soon realised we 
were on the same wavelength”, Iwan sum-
marises.  Sophie goes on to add: ”Emily 
and Iwan were enthusiastic about my idea 
to unearth pieces with both character and 
a wabi sabi vibe.”
Sophie called in Laura Fulmine with 
whom she often works and together 
the two women set about compo-
sing an eclectic selection of furniture 
and artworks from their respective 
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showrooms. “Just like Daytrip’s choice 
to use different materials, we wanted to 
combine antique, mid-century and contem-
porary pieces”, Laura points out. Their 
partnership has given rise to a harmo-
nious mix of designer pieces – such as 
the Lovö table by Swedish designer 
Axel-Einar Hjort, Ingo Maurer’s cork 
desk lamp and Mario Bellini’s iconic 
Camaleonda sofa, in an interior that is 
minimal without being austere. The 
art includes an almost mystical photo 
by John Short entitled Deserted, which 
hangs above a roughly hewn bench 
in the kitchen, whereas Julie Nelson’s 

organic vases ornament the living room 
shelves. Encompassing both the archi-
tecture and the decoration, the four 
aesthetes’ first creative collaboration 
has delivered a serene and timeless 
refuge. Who knows, they may well 
get together for another project in the 
future. 

daytrip.studio / @daytripstudio

betonbrut.co.uk / @betonbrutlondon

modernarthire.com / @modern_art_hire

Vintage wooden 
sculpture from 
Modern Art Hire, 
table by Axel Einar 
Hjorth, lamp by Ingo 
Maurer, chairs by
Ludwig Mies van 
der Rohe and Gerrit 
Rietveld. Artworks 
curated by Modern 
Art Hire.

Right-hand page: 
fibreglass double 
bed by Marc Held, 
textured fibreglass 
lamp. On the wall: 
sculptural jute and
acrylic painting by 
Christian Rosival.

All furniture cited in 
these pages comes 
from Béton Brut.

The two designers’ aesthetic approach marries 
the use of raw, natural materials such as polished 
concrete and Douglas pine with a tonal palette of 

whites and creams

http://betonbrut.co.uk
http://modernarthire.com



