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INSPIRATION INTERVIEW

What was the origin of this project? 
The Modern House asked me to come up 
with an original and ephemeral decorative 
concept for a 200 m2, two floor, three-
bedroom apartment designed by Haptic 
Architects. It is located in west London at 
the Television Centre, the former home of 
the BBC, which is currently undergoing 
major transformations.

How did you approach the project?  
I chose to create a “living” art gallery. I 
began by focusing the design of each room 
around a piece of art or a sculptural piece of 
furniture. The project has since been cal-
led “The Art Apartment”. At first it seems 
I only used ‘artworks’ in the space, however 
on reflection you realise they are also com-
pletely functional pieces. I responded to the 
clean geometric lines of the apartment by 
associating them with stunning design crea-
tions to give rise to a sense of curiosity. In 
the living room, Voukenas Petrides’ small, 
stone “Ear Chair” (Gallery Fumi) is juxta-
posed with Soojin Kang’s impressive woven 
wall hanging (Seeds Gallery).

What are your favourite pieces from this 
project and why? 
There are too many of my favourite pieces 
to choose from in this project, because I was 
lucky enough to work with all of my favou-
rite designers and world-renowned galle-
ries, such as Béton Brut, De Padova, Dello 
Studio and The Invisible Collection, which 
all accepted to lend some important works – 
textiles, sculptural furniture and collector’s 
pieces. Each piece, whether modern or vin-
tage, has been chosen to create a story and 
I love how they all work so well together to 
create something quite theatrical, but also 
super elegant.

The Art Apartment.
— Last May in London, interior stylist and designer 
Laura Fulmine designed the interior of one of the new 
apartments at the iconic Television Centre, the former 
home of the BBC, creating an ephemeral, immersive 
installation she calls a “living” art gallery. It seemed 
a good excuse to go and meet this rising star in the world 
of decoration. —  Text: Laurine Abrieu  – Photos: Jake Curtis
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Ebonised Oak Side 
Cupboard by Rose 
Uniacke. “Tribute II” 
ceramic by Johannes 
Nagel (Gallery Fumi). 
“Daffodil Light” by 
Pietro Russo (Seeds 
Gallery). “Y” stool by 
Rooms (Mint Gallery).

Left-hand page: “Burn 
out” occasional tables 
by Francesco Feltrin 
(Mint Gallery).
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In the living room: “Ear 
chair” by Voukenas 
Petrides (Gallery Fumi), 
“Metafora” coffee table 
by Lella & Massimo 
Vignelli (Béton Brut), 
“Odalisque” sofa by CSLB 
Studio (The Invisible 
Collection), “Onda chair” 
by Dello Studio. On the 
wall: “White” woven wall 
hanging by Soojin Kang 
(Seeds Gallery).
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INSPIRATION INTERVIEW

You are a rising star in London... Can you 
talk us through how you started and the 
origins of your studio? 
I am a London-based interior stylist and 
designer. I have been working in the 
industry for nearly 15 years. My background 
is in textiles and, after leaving university, 
I worked for a couple of fashion designers 
before taking a position as Interiors Editor 
on a well-known interior and architecture 
magazine. My design studio has grown out 
of my interior styling commissions, where 
I was able to develop a style that was much 
more experimental due to the temporary 
nature of the projects.

What are your sources of inspiration?  
I get my greatest source of inspiration 
through travelling. To experience and 
understand the way other people live is 
something we cannot achieve through 
the countless images we trawl through on 
Instagram and Pinterest. There is so much 
more to creating a lasting interior than what 
is simply captured in a photograph. 

Who are your favourite designers and 
creators? 
I am constantly inspired by so many artists 
from both the present and the past. The 
architects, makers and designers I admire 
range from Angelo Mangiarotti, Jean Arp, 
Valentine Schlegel, Jean Royère, Brancusi, 
to Pierre Yovanovich, Giancarlo Valle, Max 
Lamb, Doshi Levien and Dello Studio to 
name but a few! 

What are you upcoming projects?
I am about to start the redesign of a bou-
tique hotel in West London, as well as a large 
country house hotel in the Lake District. I 
have also just set up M.A.H Modern Art 
Hire, which is a one of a kind platform 
offering licensed artworks by contempo-
rary artists for use in the world of interiors. 
The gallery opened in East London last 
month and will showcase an ever-evolving 
selection of commissioned art works and 
worldwide artists.
—
laurafulmine.com / @laura_fulmine

modernarthire.com / @modern_art_hire 

In the office: On the 
wall, “Golden Sky III” 
by Kiko Lopez (Sé 
Collections), Pierre 
d’Erfoud desk (Béton 
Brut). Sculptural 
objects by Giovanni 
De Francesco and 
Matteo Cibic (Seeds 
Gallery).

In the kitchen: 
artworks by Naoki 
Kawano (Toad 
Gallery). Ceiling light 
by Sabine Marcelis 
and “90°” bar stool by 
Tiago Almeida (Seeds 
Gallery).
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INSPIRATION INTERVIEW

In the dining room: 
“Delphi” table by 
Marcel Breuer and 
“Chiavari Spinetto” 
chairs (Béton
Brut). On the wall: 
tapestry by Katja 
Angeli (Cob Gallery).

“Ginko” shelf by Pietro 
Russo and ceramics 
by Naomi Bikis. 
“Equilibrium” bench 
by Guglielmo Poletti 
(Seeds Gallery).


